1 . (original): A process for converting sparingly soluble salts of cationic organic compounds and 
inorganic acids into more readily soluble salts of organic acids, which process comprises 

a) preparing a sparingly water-soluble salt of the cationic organic compound with the anion of an 
inorganic acid, 

b) adding thereto, in a monohydric aliphatic alcohol, an alkali metal salt of an organic acid, 

c) filtering off the resulting sparingly soluble alkali metal salt of the inorganic acid, and 

d) optionally converting the resulting solution into a solid form. 

2. (currently amended): A process according to claim 1 , wherein thoro i s used as the cationic 
organic compoundjs_a UV absorber, a soft-handle agent for textiles, an antimicrobial agent, an 
optical brightener or a dye. 

3. (currently amended): A process according to claim 2, wherein the dve is a cationic dye is usod . 

4. (currently amended): A process according to claim 3, wherein the cationic dve is a monoazo, 
disazo or a hydrazon dye i s used . 

5. (currently amended): A process according to any ono of c l aims 1 to 4 claim 3 , whe rein-there - the 
dve is usod a dye of formula 
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wherein 

and R 2 are each independently of the other hydrogen, d-C 4 alkyl, halogen or nitro, 
R 3 and R 4 are each independently of the other unsubstituted C r C 4 alkyl or C r C 4 alkyl substituted by 
OH, C r C 4 alkoxy, halogen, CN or by phenyl, 

X, and X 2 are each independently of the other hydrogen, d-C 4 alkyl, d-C 4 alkoxy or halogen, 
R 5 is hydrogen or d-dalkyl, 

R 6 is hydrogen, phenyl, C r Ci 2 alkyl or C 5 -C 8 cycloalkyl, each of which may be unsubstituted or 
substituted by OH, d-dalkoxy, halogen, CN, or R 6 is d-dalkyl substituted by phenyl or by 
C 5 -C 8 cycloalkyl, 

or wherein R 5 and R 6 , together with the nitrogen atom linking them, form a piperazine ring which is 
substituted by d-C 8 alkyl or by phenyl groups on the nitrogen atom not bonded to the phenyl ring or 
which is quaternised at that the nitrogen atom not bonded to the phenyl ring bv means of two-sueboL 
the groups, the d-C 8 alkyl and phenvl-fadiea te groups mentioned as substituents on the nitrogen atom 
of the piperazine ring being unsubstituted or substituted by OH, d-dalkoxy, halogen, CN or by 
phenyl, and 
wherein 

R 7 and R 8 are each independently of the other a d-C 8 aikyl radical or an unsubstituted or substituted 
benzyl radical, and 

R 9 is hydrogen, d-C 8 alkyl, d-C 8 alkoxy, cyanide or halide, and 
n is a whole number in the range from 2 to 12, 
and, wherein X" is an anion. 

6. (currently amended): A process according to any one of c l a i ms 1 to claim 5, wherein thoro i c ucod a 
the dve is a dve - of formula 
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wherein X" is an anion. 

7. (currently amended): A process according to any ono of c l aims claim 1-te-§, wherein the- anion of 
the inorganic acid, cat i onio compound is usod i n the form of an iodide, bromide, chloride, sulfate, 
hydrogen sulfate, methyl sulfate, phosphate, borfluorate or perchlorate. 

8. (currently amended): A process according to any ono of c l a i ms claim 14e^, wherein thoro i s us e d 
as th e alka li mota l sa l t of an the organic acid salt isa formate, acetate, propionate, butyrate, 
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monochloroacetate, trifluoroacetate, tartrate, oxalate, stearate, maleate, acrylate, succinate, citrate, 
lactate, methanesulfonate or ethanesulfonate. 

9. (currently amended): A process according to claim 8, wherein the organic acid salt is a formate, 
acetate, stearate, propionate, citrate, lactate or trifluoroacetate-ie-used. 

10. (currently amended): A process according to any on e of claims claim 14e-9, wherein the alkali 
metal salt is a lithium salt, sodium salt or , ocpocia ll y, a potassium salt i o usod . 

1 1 . (currently amended): A process according to any on e of claims claim 1 to 10 , wherein the alcohol 
is methanol, ethanol, n- or iso-propanol, n-, iso- or tert-butanol i s used as th e alcoho l. 

12. (currently amended): A process according to claim 1 1 , wherein the alcohol is methanol, ethanol 
or isopropanol i o usod . 

13. (currently amended): A salt of a cationic compound, which salt has been prepared by the process 
according to any ono of c l aims 1 to 12 claim 1 . 

14. (currently amended): A dye of formula 




or 
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wherein 

Ri and R 2 are each independently of the other hydrogen, d-dalkyl, halogen or nitro, 

R 3 and R 4 are each independently of the other unsubstituted d-C 4 alkyl or C r C 4 alkyl substituted by 

OH, C r C 4 alkoxy, halogen, CN or by phenyl, 

X! and X 2 are each independently of the other hydrogen, CrC 4 alkyl, C r C 4 alkoxy or halogen, 
R 5 is hydrogen or d-C 4 alkyl, 

R 6 is hydrogen, phenyl, C r Ci 2 alkyl or C 5 -C 8 cycloalkyl, each of which may be unsubstituted or 
substituted by OH, d-C 4 alkoxy, halogen, CN, or R 6 is C r C 4 alkyl substituted by phenyl or by 
C 5 -C 8 cycloalkyl, 

or wherein R 5 and R 6 , together with the nitrogen atom linking them, form a piperazine ring which is 
substituted by C r C 8 alkyl or by phenyl groups on the nitrogen atom not bonded to the phenyl ring or 
which is quaternised at that the nitrogen atom not bonded to the phenyl ring by means of twcheueh-j)L 
the groups, the d-C 8 alkyl and phenyl groups radica l s mentioned as substituents on the nitrogen atom 
of the piperazine ring being unsubstituted or substituted by OH, d-C 4 alkoxy, halogen, CN or by 
phenyl, and 
wherein 

R 7 and R 8 are each independently of the other a d-C 8 alkyl radical or an unsubstituted or substituted 
benzyl radical, and 

R 9 is hydrogen, Ci-C 8 alkyl, CrC 8 alkoxy, cyanide or halide, and 

n is a whole number between 2 and 12, 

and 

wherein X~ is formate, acetate, propionate, butyrate, monochloroacetate, trifluoroacetate, tartrate, 
oxalate, maleate, acrylate, succinate, citrate, lactate, stearate, methanesulfonate or ethanesulfonate. 

15. (currently amended): A method of dyeing natural or synthetic material by treating the material with 
Uso of a cationic dye according to-Gtaims claim 13 or 1 4 or of cation i o dyos proparod by ono of tho 
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procossos according to cla i ms 1 to 12 i n tho dyoing of natura l or synthot i c material, especia l ly t e xt il o 
mater i a l s, l oathor, papor, glaoo fibroc, koratin i c f i broc or comot i c art i o l oo . 

1 6. (currently amended): A method according to claim 15. wherein the material is Uco according to 
c l a i m 15 in tho dyo i ng of hair. 

1 7. (currently amended): Uso of a_A cationic dye according to etame claim 1 3 or 1 A or of cat i onic 
dyos proparod by ono of tho procossos according to claims 1 to 12 for a wherein the dve is a liquid 
preparation. 

1 8. (currently amended): A Uso of a cationic dye according to cla i ms claim 17 13 or 14 or of 
cat i on i c dyos preparod by on e of tho procossos accord i ng to c l a i ms 1 to 12 for a l iquid preparation , 
wh i ch is usod for th e dvoing of ha i r wherein the liquid preparation is a hair dve . 

19. (new): A cationic dye according to claim 14 wherein the dye is a liquid preparation. 

20. (new): A cationic dye according to claim 19 wherein the liquid preparation is a hair dye. 
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